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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to applicant's amendments filed on March 31 , 2006. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.g.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention wSs made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mizuno (U.S. Patent Number 592461 1) in view of Moore (U.S. Patent Number 5340004) 
and Goeden et al., (U.S. Patent Number 5121958). Mizuno discloses the main 
construction (11) (See Figure 2) that is substantially quadrilateral and has upper, lower, 
right and left side edges (column 2, lines 47 - 52) (See Figure 2), and that is formed as 
the mesh (12) (See Figure 2); fixed hems (15 & 20) that fixedly hem the upper and 
lower sides edges (See Figure 2) of the main construction (11) (See Figure 2). 

Mizuno also discloses the upper and lower ends of each edge cord is secured to 
the fixed hems. 

However, Mizuno does not disclose non-elastic edge cords that movably pass 
through each of meshes that are aligned along each of the right and left side edges of 
the main construction that are not provided with the fixed hems. 
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Moore teaches the cords (48) (column 3, lines 12 & 13) that movably pass 
through each of the meshes that are aligned along each of the right and left edges of 
the main construction that are not provided with the fixed hems (column 3, line 24 - 27) 
(See Figure 5) for the purpose of providing flexible and product conformable movement. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the cords that movably pass through each of the meshes 
that are aligned along each of the right and left edges of the main construction that are 
not provided with the fixed hems as taught by Moore with the motor vehicle luggage net 
to hold luggage in the luggage compartment of the motor vehicle of Mizuno in order to 
enhance product storage capabilities. 

In addition, Mizuno and Moore do not disclose non-elastic cords and non-elastic 
edge cords. 

Goeden et al., teaches the non-elastic cord (12) and non-elastic edge cords (13) 
for the purpose of providing durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the composed of non-elastic cord and non-elastic edge 
cords as taught by Goeden et al., with the motor vehicle luggage new to hold luggage in 
the luggage compartment of the motor vehicle. 

Moreover, Mizuno does not disclose the edge cord length adjustment device 
attached to the edge cords respectively, to retain the portion of each edge cord, the 
edge cord length adjustments devices is capable of adjusting the length between the 
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upper and lower ends of the respective edge cords, independently of each other, 
through variation of the amount of each edge cord that is retained. 

Moore teaches the edge cord length adjustment device (70) (See Figure 4) 
attached to the edge cords (34, 34', 36 & 38) respectively, to retain the portion of each 
edge cord (34, 34', 36 & 38) (See Figure 4), independently of each other, through 
variation of the amount of each edge cord (34, 34', 36 & 28) that is retained (column 3, 
lines 52 - 56) (See Figure 4) for the purpose of providing adequate restraint security 
and prevent excess movement. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the edge cord length adjustment device attached to the 
edge cords respectively, to retain the portion of each edge cord, independently of each 
other, through variation of the amount of each edge cord that is retained as taught by 
Moore with the motor vehicle luggage net to hold luggage in the luggage compartment 
of the motor vehicle of Mizuno in order to enhance product storage security and prevent 
product movement while transporting. 

However, Moore does not disclose the edge cord length adjust device is capable 
of adjusting the length between the upper and lower ends of the respective edge cords. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the edge cord length adjustment device on the side edge 
cord and capable of adjusting the length between the upper and lower ends of the 
respective edge cords, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 
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Regarding claim 2, Moore further discloses end cords (30 & 34) that are 
composed of elastic cords (column 2, lines 31 - 44) that are attached to the two ends of 
the fixed hems (50) (See Figures 1 & 2), the ends of the end cords (See Figures 1,2,6 
& 7) are provided with connectors that can connect to connectors (58) of the motor 
vehicle (See Figures 1 , 2, 6 & 7) for the purpose of providing stationary storage. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make end cords that are composed of elastic cords that are 
attached to the two ends of the fixed hems, the ends of the end cords are provided with 
connectors that can connect to connectors of the motor vehicle as taught by Moore with 
the motor vehicle luggage net to hold luggage in the luggage compartment of the motor 
vehicle in order to enhance reliable and durable anchoring to provide stowed cargo 
stability. 

Regarding claim 3, Mizuno further discloses the middle cord (25) (See Figure 2) 
that is provided at the position between the two fixed hems (15 & 20) that passes 
through each of the meshes (See Figure 2) that are located along the line parallel to the 
fixed hems (15 & 20) (column 3, lines 42 - 52) (See Figure 2), the two ends of the 
middle cord (25) is provided with connectors (26) (column 3, lines 53 - 54) (See Figure 
2) that can connect to connectors of the motor vehicle (See Figures 1 1 - 13, 14A & 
14B). 
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Regarding claim 4. Mizuno further discloses the middle cord (25) is composed of 
elastic cord (column 3, lines 53 - 54). See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 5, Mizuno further discloses the plurality of the connector (26) 
(See Figure 2) of the middle cord (25) are provide along the longitudinal direction (See 
Figure 2) of the middle cord (25) at each end of the middle cord (25). See Figure 2. 

3. Regarding claim 6, Mizuno further discloses the main constnjction (1 1 ) (See 
Figure 2) that is substantially quadrilateral and has upper, lower, right and left side 
edges (column 2, lines 47 - 52) (See Figure 2), and that is fonned as the mesh (12) 
(See Figure 2); fixed hems (15 & 20) that fixedly hem the upper and lower sides edges 
(See Figure 2) of the main construction (11) (See Figure 2); 

Mizuno also discloses the upper and lower ends of each edge cord is secured to 
the fixed hems; 

However, Mizuno does not disclose non-elastic edge cords that movably pass 
through each of meshes that are aligned along each of the right and left side edges of 
the main construction that are not provided with the fixed hems; 

Moore teaches the cords (48) (column 3, lines 12 & 13) that movably pass 
through each of the meshes that are aligned along each of the right and left edges of 
the main construction that are not provided with the fixed hems (column 3, line 24 - 27) 
(See Figure 5) for the purpose of providing flexible and product conformable movement; 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the cords that movably pass through each of the meshes 
that are aligned along each of the right and left edges of the main construction that are 
not provided with the fixed hems as taught by Moore with the motor vehicle luggage net 
to hold luggage in the luggage compartment of the motor vehicle of Mizuno in order to 
enhance product storage capabilities; 

In addition, Mizuno and Moore do not disclose non-elastic cords and non-elastic 
edge cords; 

Goeden et al., teaches the non-elastic cord (12) and non-elastic edge cords (13) 
for the purpose of providing durability; 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the composed of non-elastic cord and non-elastic edge 
cords as taught by Goeden et al., with the motor vehicle luggage new to hold luggage in 
the luggage compartment of the motor vehicle; 

Moreover, Mizuno does not disclose the edge cord length adjustment device 
attached to the edge cords respectively, to retain the portion of each edge cord, the 
edge cord length adjustments devices is capable of adjusting the length between the 
upper and lower ends of the respective edge cords, independently of each other, 
through variation of the amount of each edge cord that is retained; 

Moore teaches the edge cord length adjustment device (70) (See Figure 4) 
attached to the edge cords (34, 34', 36 & 38) respectively, to retain the portion of each 
edge cord (34, 34', 36 & 38) (See Figure 4), independently of each other, through 
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variation of the amount of each edge cord (34, 34', 36 & 28) that is retained (column 3, 
lines 52 - 56) (See Figure 4) for the purpose of providing adequate restraint security 
and prevent excess movement; 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the edge cord length adjustment device attached to the 
edge cords respectively, to retain the portion of each edge cord, independently of each 
other, through variation of the amount of each edge cord that is retained as taught by 
Moore with the motor vehicle luggage net to hold luggage in the luggage compartment 
of the motor vehicle of Mizuno in order to enhance product storage security and prevent 
product movement while transporting; 

However, Moore does not disclose the edge cord length adjust device is capable 
of adjusting the length between the upper and lower ends of the respective edge cords; 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the edge cord length adjustment device on the side edge 
cord and capable of adjusting the length between the upper and lower ends of the 
respective edge cords, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In reJapikse, 86 USPQ 70; 

Moore discloses end cords (30 & 34) that are composed of elastic cords (column 
2, lines 31 -44) that are attached to the two ends of the fixed hems (50) (See Figures 1 
& 2), the ends of the end cords (See Figures 1 , 2, 6 & 7) are provided with connectors 
that can connect to connectors (58) of the motor vehicle (See Figures 1 , 2, 6 & 7) for the 
purpose of providing stationary storage; 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make end cords that are composed of elastic cords that are 
attached to the two ends of the fixed hems, the ends of the end cords are provided with 
connectors that can connect to connectors of the motor vehicle as taught by Moore with 
the motor vehicle luggage net to hold luggage in the luggage compartment of the motor 
vehicle in order to enhance reliable and durable anchoring to provide stowed cargo 
stability; 

Mizuno discloses the middle cord (25) (See Figure 2) that is provided at the 
position between the two fixed hems (15 & 20) that passes through each of the meshes 
(See Figure 2) that are located along the line parallel to the fixed hems (15 & 20) 
(column 3, lines 42 - 52) (See Figure 2), the two ends of the middle cord (25) is 
provided with connectors (26) (column 3, lines 53 - 54) (See Figure 2) that can connect 
to connectors of the motor vehicle (See Figures 1 1 - 13, 14A & 14B); 

wherein the single motor vehicle luggage net is interchangeably positioned in one 

of: 

Mizuno discloses the first attached state in which the motor vehicle luggage net 
(1 1) is attached extended along the floor of the motor vehicle with each of the end cords 
connected to the respective connector of the motor vehicle (column 7, lines 1 1 - 24) 
(See Figure 9); 

Mizuno discloses the second attached state in which the motor vehicle luggage 
net is folded in half along the position of the middle cord and attached vertically upright 
with the end cords connected to connects in the side walls of the motor vehicle and the 
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connectors at the two ends of the middle cord connected to connectors that are 
provided at positions in the vicinity of the floor of the motor vehicle at positions that are 
perpendicularly below the connectors to which the end cords are connected (column 7, 
lines 53 - 67) (See Figures 1 1 & 13); and 

Mizuno the third attached state in which the motor vehicle luggage net is folded 
in half along the position of the middle cord and attached upright with the forward 
inclination with the end cords connected to connectors in the side walls of the motor 
vehicle and the connectors at the two ends of the middle cord connected to connectors 
that are provided at positions in the vicinity of the floor of the motor vehicle that are 
toward ttie rear of the motor vehicle from positions that are perpendicularly below ttie 
connectors to which the end cords are connected (column 8, lines 18-32) (See 
Figures 14A & 14B). 

Regarding claim 7 as stated above, Mizuno discloses the plurality of connectors 
(26) of the middle cord (25) are provided along the longitudinal direction at each end of 
the middle cord (25) (See Figure 2); 

the distance between the connectors (19, 23, 24 & 26) of the motor vehicle to 
which the end cord are connected and the connectors (A1 , A2, A3, & A4) of the motor 
vehicle to which the middle cord (25) is connected is different to the second attached 
state and the third attached state. See Figures 9 - 14A & 14B. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8028. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



EST. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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